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Dean Row Chapel, Wilmslow SK9 2BX 

Dean Row Chapel website: www.deanrowchapel.co.uk 
 

 
 

Services at Dean Row every Sunday at 11.15 a.m. 
Meditations – Wednesday 12.30pm - 1.00pm 

 

Hale Chapel, Hale Barns, WA15 0AQ 
Hale Chapel website: www.halechapel.co.uk 

 

 
 

Services at Hale Chapel every Sunday at 9.30 a.m. 
 

Minister Rev Jeff Gould Tel. 01625 402952  
Mob 07989858963  
jeffreylanegould1959@talktalk.net 

http://www.deanrowchapel.co.uk/
http://www.carlscam.com/wilmslow/deanrow.htm


Worship services at Hale Chapel and Dean Row Chapel 
Services will be conducted by the Minister unless otherwise indicated 

 
September 2020 Hale Chapel 9.30am Dean Row Chapel 

11.15am 

Sunday 6th Sept Sunday services Sunday services 

Sunday 13th Sept Sunday services Sunday services 

Sunday 20th Sept   Sunday services Sunday services 

Sunday 27th Sept  Michaelmas Michaelmas 

   

October 2020   

Sunday 4th Oct Harvest Festival Harvest Festival 

Sunday 11th Oct Sunday services Sunday services 

Sunday 18th Oct One World Week One World Week 

Sunday 25th Oct Bible Sunday Bible Sunday 

   

November 2020   

Sunday 1st Nov All Saints’-All Souls’, 
with Holy Communion 

All Saints’-All Souls’, with 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 8th Nov Remembrance Sunday Remembrance Sunday 

Sunday 15th Nov Guest preacher (The 
minister will be on 
holiday.) 

Guest preacher (The 
minister will be on 
holiday.) 

Sunday 22nd Nov Guest preacher (The 
minister will be on 
holiday.) 

Guest preacher (The 
minister will be on 
holiday.) 

Sunday 29th Nov Advent Sunday, led by 
Rory Castle Jones 

Advent Sunday, led by 
Rory Castle Jones 

   

December 2020   

Sunday 6th Dec Toy Service Toy Service 

Sunday 13thDec Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Sunday 20th Dec Christmas Carol 
Services 

Christmas Carol Services 

Sunday 24th Dec Christmas Eve 
Services: Hale at 6 pm 
& Dean Row at 8 pm 

Christmas Eve Services: 
Hale at 6 pm & Dean 
Row at 8 pm 

Sunday 27th Dec Final Sunday of the 
Year 

Final Sunday of the Year 



LETTER FROM THE MINISTER 
 
Each of us has found ways of coping with the restrictions 
imposed upon us by the Coronavirus pandemic, and many 
churches and chapels have been innovative in adapting their 
Sunday worship to enable a sense of community and fellowship.  
Dean Row Chapel was able to re-commence ‘regular’ services 
on 5 July this year, and has enjoyed welcoming members of 
other congregations (and denominations) each Sunday.  Hale 
Chapel opted to wait until the beginning of August to re-open its 
building and hold regular worship, but was thwarted at the last 
minute by the local ‘lockdown’ that was imposed on the boroughs 
of Greater Manchester.  It is hoped that by the time this 
newsletter is being read, some indication will have been given on 
the lifting of the ‘lockdown’ and the possibility that the chapel will 
soon be re-opened. 
 
One of the many delayed aspects of chapel life was the 
completion of Mr. Rory Castle Jones’ student placement with 
both Hale and Dean Row Chapels, which was to have lasted 
from October 2019 until April 2020.  In order for Rory to complete 
his placement and for the chapels to express their thanks to him 
and wish him well for his future training and eventual call to 
ministry, he is scheduled to lead worship on Advent Sunday, 29 
November.  It is hoped that by that time it will be possible to 
share refreshments with him immediately following both morning 
services and convey our best wishes to him formally.  The 
Unitarian College has asked that the chapels compile a ‘Letter of 
Appreciation’ which will be a collection of simple comments that 
provide Rory with a reflection on the activities he undertook in the 
course of his time in Cheshire and observations on the 
impression that he made in our company.  The letter would then 
be presented to Rory on his final Sunday with us.  A copy of the 
suggested areas to be addressed in the letter of appreciation will 
be made available at Sunday services in the weeks leading up to 
Rory’s visit in November. 
 



As we continue to adapt to the ever-changing circumstances that 
this year has brought us, may we be ever grateful for the 
continuity and sense of community that our chapels provide.  
Both Hale Chapel and Dean Row Chapel were founded in an era 
of great tumult, illness and uncertainty.  Their liberal religious 
witness is as relevant today as in the time of their foundations. 
 
JEFF 
 
HARVEST APPEAL 
The Churches Together in Wilmslow will continue their tradition of 
conducting a charitable Harvest appeal amongst the member 
congregations of the town, but in response to the ongoing global 
pandemic, it will be safer and easier to make donations via the 
‘Just Giving’ page: 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/ChurchesTogetherWilmslowHarve
stAppeal. 
 
This year’s charity is ‘Nightstop’, which is a Manchester-based 
organisation that seeks to provide not only immediate emergency 
shelter for homeless adolescents, but also offers ongoing support 
through education and training, counselling and employment.  
More information on ‘Nightstop’ can be found on its website: 
www.nightstop.org.uk/nightstop/nightstop-greater-manchester. 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ChurchesTogetherWilmslowHarvestAppeal
http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ChurchesTogetherWilmslowHarvestAppeal
http://www.nightstop.org.uk/nightstop/nightstop-greater-manchester


DEAN ROW 
 
Dean Row Chairman’s Letter - Chrissie Wilkie 
 
Dear Friends, I hope that you are all keeping well.   
 
We held our Chapel Committee meeting on the 13th August.  One 
item we discussed was our joint Chapel Newsletter.  We had a 
couple of Interim Newsletters whilst the Chapels were closed 
which were published on our websites.  They proved to be very 
popular and I had many more articles, poems, photographs, 
recipes etc. than usually printed in the Newsletter.   
 
So it was decided that in future, we would have a printed 
Newsletter, which holds all the basic Chapel information such as 
Service dates, Sidesman, Flower, Coffee Rotas and Events with 
the Minister’s Letter, Chairmen’s Letters, Warden’s Report and 
Women’s League Report.  This reduces the size of the Newsletter 

by half, reducing the cost substantially.  We would then ask that 
all other lovely submissions from our congregations be 
forwarded so that they may be put in the full Online 
Newsletter.  This gives us all free rein for our creative juices and 
it will be updated about monthly, giving us all interesting news 
and other bits and pieces.  Please keep your contributions coming 
– just email them to me. 
 
I was trying to think the other day of who used to say ‘It’s a funny old 
world we live in’.  It was at the end of a weekly radio or TV programme 
many years ago when we were all young and beautiful.  If you can 
remember, please let me know, I am going bald with scratching my 
head for an answer. 
 
But of course it is a funny old world, which is a saying that strange or 
unfair things sometimes happen.  At the moment we have a situation 
whereby Dean Row Chapel is free to open, but Hale Barns has to close 
because it is in Greater Manchester.  Hopefully, Hale will be able to 
open on the 6th September. 
 
I have been enjoying my freedom from shielding.  We went away to the 
Lake District for a few days and although the hotel was very careful 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/strange_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/unfair
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/thing
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/happen


about social distancing, it was still a bit scary being out and about after 
so long.  And how wonderful to be able to go to Waitrose again – 
almost as good as going to Chapel.  Sadly, I fear that many people 
seem to think that the Covid 19 pandemic is over and I think that we 
have to consider that it will be with us for many months to come. 
 
But let us enjoy our relative freedom safely while we can. 
 
Love to you all – Chrissie 
 

 
Warden’s Comments Submitted by Ian Booth 
 
There isn’t a lot to report at the moment but it is good tom see a little bit 
of normality returning to the Chapel. 
 
We did have an incident during lockdown when the hot water tap was 
accidentally left on in the hall kitchen overnight which resulted in a 
sauna. We could have used it to lose some of the covid weight gain but 
the only weight loss was to our bank account! 
 
The Thursday morning gardening group continues to keep our grounds 
neat and tidy.  Anyone wishing to partake in healthy outdoor air, coffee 
and chat is welcome to join us.  The more the merrier! 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Women’s League – Anne Gemmell - Secretary Women’s League 
 
It seems such a long time since we had our AGM at the beginning of 
March, but at last we seem to be making small steps towards trying to 
get back into our Chapel life, albeit somewhat different from the norm  
at the moment. 
 
Following our AGM we were able to send out the monies to the 
charities we decided to support this year – i.e the two local Hospices – 
East Cheshire and St Ann’s and the North West Air Ambulance.  Over 
lockdown I did receive letters of thanks from East Cheshire and also 
the North West Air Ambulance.  I have now been able to put these on 
the notice board in the hall and you will be able to see them when our 
Sunday morning coffee times return. 



 
Following our AGM Chrissie Wilkie has kindly stepped in as our new 
Treasurer as Dorothy Salthouse felt it was time for her to give us this 
role.  We thank Dorothy for all the work she did as Treasurer and now 
welcome Chrissie to whom we are all very grateful for stepping in. 
 
Obviously we have not been able to hold a Committee Meeting, but I 
feel that when we do, now may be a good time to discuss a different 
way forward for our League meetings etc.  I think lockdown has made 
us realise that some things do need to change. 
 
Going on from that, we feel that as the situation stands at the moment,  
our Christmas Fayre is going to be a non-starter this year.   If by any 
chance, we are able to meet again in the hall by November, we may 
decide to have a couple of stalls set up on one or two Sunday 
mornings, after service,  when we will be able to raise some monies for 
the National League Project which has suffered greatly this year. 
 
Regarding the National Women’s League, again, all our meetings have 
been cancelled and our Rally usually held at Whalley Abbey during 
October has had to be cancelled.    Whalley Abbey have made all their 
staff redundant, and, we have been told, don’t propose to open until at 
least the end of 2021, if at all.  Another great loss due to Covid-19. 
 
I will obviously keep everyone up to date on the activities of the 
National League as although I am no longer the President, I have been 
asked to stay on the Central Committee. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

During this difficult time, we have a number of 
volunteers who are opening the Chapel for Sunday 
Service.  When the situation we find ourselves in 
returns to the usual Chapel seating arrangements, 
the Sidesman’s Rota will be posted on the full 
Newsletter which will be found on the Dean Row 
Chapel website. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
HALE CHAPEL 

 
Hale Chairman’s Letter – Alastair Brown 
 
Chrissie has emailed to say it is time for another newsletter to be 
prepared – how time flies! It seems only last week since I last put pen 
to paper (so to speak) but as we all know, time whizzes by the older we 
get.  My theory is that when you are aged under ten the time between 
two Christmas’ seems to be two years at least but by the time you get 
to say seventy, Christmas’s come round every six months or less – and 
we’re already two thirds of the way to Christmas 2020!  
 
My last report was actually back in June and prepared just after the 
rigours of full lockdown were being eased off.  What a strange and 
bizarre time that full lockdown was.  We live in Warrington just 
underneath the final flight path into Liverpool airport and from there 
being a flight overhead every few minutes or so there were suddenly 
no planes in the sky anywhere – no vapour trails to be seen.   Of 
course we were allowed out for essential food, prescriptions etc but 
going through town by car was strange indeed – a bit like one of those 
old fifties sci-fi films where invaders from another planet have 
mysteriously removed most of the population.  Eerily quiet….. 
 
But now the roads seem busier than they were before lockdown.  A bit 
of a puzzle – caused I suspect by so many people not being able to 
holiday abroad, workers still on furlough, and people working from 
home but able to nip out from time to time.  When will we get back to 
normal?  I’m guessing not till spring next year at the earliest but let’s 
hope a suitable vaccine is found sooner rather than later.  But would 
we all risk that vaccine?  - I have never had flu in my life, nor did my 
mother before me, and nor has my youngest daughter.  I’ve always 
worried (probably completely wrongly) that a flu injection would 
introduce the flu virus into my body but if the whole population had to 
have a coronavirus injection, then I would take my place in the queue 
for the greater good. 
We had hoped to open Hale Chapel for services on Sunday 2nd August 
and everything was set up for that date.  But then there was a rise in 
coronavirus cases in certain parts of Greater Manchester and so the 
powers that be decided to impose a partial lockdown in the whole of 



that area.  My understanding is that cases of the virus in Trafford are 
nothing like they are in say Oldham which seems unfair on those living 
in Altrincham and Hale.  As I type this report that remains the position 
and we just do not know when we will be able to reopen our Chapel.  
We have set a target date of 6th September which is hopefully a 
realistic date, but the frustration is that it is out of our hands and we are 
entirely dependent on others. 
 
I would not have been able to attend chapel on 2nd August anyway as I 
was in self-isolation.  My wife and I were lucky enough to get a flight to 
Menorca on 17th July – I say lucky but it was actually our sixth booked 
flight, the other five flights having been cancelled.  We enjoyed a lovely 
relaxing time there and enjoyed the sun.  Halfway through our holiday 
the government decided the “R” rate in Spain was too high and took 
Spain off the approved list of destinations.  However, our holiday was 
not cut short and we came back on our due date – how lucky were we? 
But then we had two weeks of self-isolation despite there being virtually 
no virus in either Menorca or Warrington – so I could not have attended 
chapel on 2nd August.   Incidentally I have managed to stay off politics 
in this newsletter, but I suspect if I had had children taking “A” levels 
this year I might have given into temptation! 
 
So this strange year continues.  The important thing is that we all be 
careful and stay safe and well.  This virus will not be with us for ever 
and I look forward to the day when there are no more new cases - and 
that day will come.  Our grandchildren when they are old will be asked 
by their own grandchildren “what was it like to live through the great 
coronavirus epidemic of 2020?” Hopefully by then there will long have 
been a ready cure for all viruses no matter what their virulence or form 
– and viruses will be as forgotten by then as much as tuberculosis is 
largely forgotten today.  Let’s hope – and pray. 

Alastair 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Coffee Rota- The vestry will remain closed and the coffee 
rota suspended for the foreseeable future due to the covid-
19 virus. Refreshments will not be served after the service. 
 
Flower Rota- This is suspended until covid-19 restrictions 
are eased 



 
Chapel Events- When Hale Chapel opens we will continue 
to collect non-perishable goods for the local food bank. No 
congregational events have been planned due to covid19 
restrictions. Any further information will be available when 
restrictions ease.  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Harvest 
 

 
 

Deuteronomy 15:7 (ESV) 

“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any 
of your towns within your land that the Lord your God is giving 
you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against 
your poor brother.” 

Deuteronomy 24:19 
If you are harvesting in your field and forget a sheaf there, do not 

go back to get it. It is to be left for the foreigner, the fatherless, 
and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the 

work of your hands. 

https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/24-19.htm


 
Dean Row Chapel Officers: 

 
Chairman  

Chrissie Wilkie Tel. 0161 439 8262; 
Email chrissie@wilkies.me.uk) 

 
Treasurer: 

Peter Shaw Tel. 01625 584881 
Email pgshaw@aol.com 

 
Secretary 

Anne Gemmell Tel. 0161 637 5347 
annegemmell@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Warden: Ian Booth 01625262819 

 
Women’s League Secretary: 

Anne Gemmell Tel. 0161 637 5347 
 

Flower Secretary: 

Bridget Wenham Tel 01625 820772 
 

Honorary Life President 
Tony Cupper 

 
Minister Emeritus 

Rev Penny Johnson 
 

Items for Newsletter to Chrissie Wilkie 

mailto:chrissie@wilkies.me.uk


 
Hale Chapel Executive Committee 

 

Chairman 
Mr. Alastair Brown Tel.01925 262332 

email:  alastair6451@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Ms. Averil Hart Tel. 0161 980 2811 

email: dumboah@btinternet.com 
 

Treasurer 
Mrs. Margaret Taylor Tel. 0161 980 3813 

email:  me.taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Chapel Fabric  
Dr. Jean Ormerod Tel 0161 929 7945 

jeanormerod@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Junior Church 
Mrs. Jo Turner  Tel 0161 928 0406 

theturnermob@googlemail.com 
 

Mrs. Jane MacDermott 0161 928 0201 
email: mac.jane@live.co.uk 

 

Miss Helen Wilson 0161 962 9661 
email: helenwilson249@gmail.co.uk 

 

Mrs Elizabeth Wilson  0161 980 4629 
email: stuliz22@talktalk.net 

 

Hall Bookings Co-Ordinator 
Mrs Sharon Kupusarevic  07801 140809 

email: cksk@btinternet.com 

mailto:dumboah@btinternet.com
mailto:me.taylor@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:jeanormerod@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:theturnermob@googlemail.com
mailto:mac.jane@live.co.uk
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